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The Listening and Speaking emphasis of 
the CCSS is about students taking in 
information and then reflectively speaking 
about it.  Think-Pair-Share activities give 
students the opportunity to participate in 
thoughtful dialog with each other.  Help 
your students get past simply sharing 
information by asking them to comment on 
the previous speaker’s statements and 
adding information and/or thoughts of 
their own.  

Welcome back to another exciting edition of the HRCSD Instructional Newsletter!   
 
This month our instructional focus is on Student Engagement – Speaking & Listening through 
using Think-Pair-Share Activities. 
 
What is Think-Pair-Share? 
Think-Pair-Share is a strategy designed to provide students with 
"food for thought" on a given topics enabling them to formulate 
individual ideas and share these ideas with another student. It is 
a learning strategy developed to encourage student classroom 
participation through speaking and listening. Rather than using a 
basic recitation method in which a teacher poses a question and 
one student offers a response, Think-Pair-Share encourages a high 
degree of pupil response and can help keep students on task. 
 
What is its purpose? 
• Providing "think time" increases quality of student responses.  
• Students become actively involved in thinking about the concepts presented in the lesson.  
• Research tells us that we need time to mentally "chew over" new ideas in order to store them 

in memory. When teachers present too much information all at once, much of that information is lost. 
If we give students time to "think-pair-share" throughout the lesson, more of the critical 
information is retained.  
• When students talk over new ideas, they are forced to make sense of those new ideas in 

terms of their prior knowledge. Their misunderstandings about the topic are often revealed (and 
resolved) during this discussion stage.  
• Students are more willing to participate since they don't feel the peer pressure involved in 

responding in front of the whole class.  
• Think-Pair-Share is easy to use on the spur of the moment.  
• Easy to use in large classes.  
Uses for think, pair, share 
• Note check, Vocabulary review, Quiz review, Reading check, Concept review, Lecture check, 

Outline, Discussion questions, Partner reading, Topic development, Agree/Disagree, Brainstorming, 
Simulations, Current events opinion, Conceding to the opposition, Summarize, Develop an opinion 
Teachers may also ask students to write or diagram their responses while doing the Think-
Pair-Share activity. Think, Pair, Share helps students develop conceptual understanding of a 
topic, develop the ability to filter information and draw conclusions, and develop the ability to 
consider other points of view. 



How can I adapt it? 

• Think-Write-Pair-Share - To increase individual accountability, have students jot down 
their ideas before turning to a partner to discuss them. You can walk around the room and 
look at what they are writing to see who understands the concept. It also keeps kids from 
adopting the attitude that they will just sit back and let their partner to all the thinking.  

• Science - Making predictions about an experiment, discussing the results of an experiment, 
talking over charts and graphs, drawing conclusions, developing a concept through 
discussion, talking about environmental problems.  

• Health - Discussing healthful practices, talking about how to handle stress, discussing 
proper placement of foods in food groups, analyzing problems in a diet, reviewing body 
systems,  

• Social Studies - Discussing political viewpoints, learning about latitude and longitude, 
discussing economic trends, analyzing causes and effects of important events, discussing 
important contributions of historical figures  

• Math Problem-Solving - Place a complex problem on the overhead (For example, use one 
of the Weekly Math Challenges found in the Math File Cabinet.) Ask students to think about 
the steps they would use to solve the problem, but do not let them figure out the actual 
answer. Without telling the answer to the problem, have students discuss their strategies for 
solving the problem. Then let them work out the problem individually and compare answers.  

• Math - Practicing how to read large numbers, learning how to round numbers to various 
places, reviewing place value, solving word problems (as described above), recalling basic 
geometric terms, discussing the steps of division, discussing how to rename a fraction to 
lowest terms  

• Spelling - Call out a word, have them think of the spelling, then designate one person to 
turn and whisper the spelling to their partner. The partner gives a thumbs-up to show 
agreement, or corrects the spelling. You can reveal the correct spelling by uncovering the 
word from a chart.  

• Reading - Discuss character traits and motives, make predictions before a chapter or at the 
end of a read-aloud session, discuss the theme of a book or story, make guesses about 
vocabulary words based on context clues in the story, discuss the meaning of similes and 
metaphors in a story  

• Language Arts - Discuss Daily Oral Language responses, discuss ways to edit or revise a 
piece of writing, talk over story ideas, discuss letter-writing conventions  

• Art - Discuss elements of artistic compositions, discuss symbolism in artwork, compare and 
contrast the various works of a particular artist, analyze the use of color and line in works of 
art  

• Music - Identify elements of musical compositions, identify instruments in musical 
selections, compare and contrast types of music  

Hints and Management Ideas 

• Assign Partners - Be sure to assign discussion partners rather than just saying "Turn to a 
partner and talk it over." When you don't assign partners, students frequently turn to the most 
popular student and leave the other person out.  

• Change Partners - Switch the discussion partners frequently. With students seated in teams, 
they can pair with the person beside them for one discussion and the person across from them 
for the next discussion.  

• Give Think Time - Be sure to provide adequate "think time." I generally have students give me 
a thumbs-up sign when they have something they are ready to share.  

• Monitor Discussions - Walk around and monitor the discussion stage. You will frequently hear 
misunderstandings that you can address during the whole-group that discussion that follows.  

• Timed-Pair-Share - If you notice that one person in each pair is monopolizing the conversation, 
you can switch to "Timed-Pair-Share." In this modification, you give each partner a certain 
amount of time to talk. (For example, say that Students #1 and #3 will begin the discussion. 
After 60 seconds, call time and ask the others to share their ideas.)  
Rallyrobin - If students have to list ideas in their discussion, ask them to take turns. (For 
example, if they are to name all the geometric shapes they see in the room, have them take 
turns naming the shapes. This allows for more equal participation.) The structure variation name 
is Rallyrobin (similar to Rallytable, but kids are talking instead of taking turns writing).  

• Randomly Select Students - During the sharing stage at the end, call on students randomly. 
You can do this by having a jar of popsicle sticks that have student names or numbers on them. 
(One number for each student in the class, according to their number on your roster.) Draw out a 
popsicle stick and ask that person to tell what their PARTNER said. The first time you do this, 
expect them to be quite shocked! Most kids don't listen well, and all they know is what they said! 
If you keep using this strategy, they will learn to listen to their partner.  

• Questioning - Think-Pair-Share can be used for a single question or a series of questions. You 
might use it one time at the beginning of class to say "What do you know about ________ ?" or 
at the end of class to say "What have you learned today?"  

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check our District Website for information and resources on: 
SBAC Performance Tasks:  http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/6595 
SBAC Assessment Support:  http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/6521 
How to access the SBAC Interim Assessments:  http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/6521 
How to use Performance Tracker:  http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/5782 
Entering Work Samples into Performance Tracker:  http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/6538 
CCSS Resources:  http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/domain/860 
HRCSD Assessment Calendars:  http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/domain/1069 
 
 
 

SBAC ITERIM ASSESSMENTS – Please Take Note 

As we have been working on helping people use Interim Assessments, we have seen the need 
to make sure that you are selecting the correct assessment so that you don’t accidentally start 
a “REAL” SBAC assessment.  Please see the graphic below.   

 For Interim Assessments you will need to select sessions that start with either ICA or IAB. 

 

http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/6595
http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/6521
http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/6521
http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/5782
http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/6538
http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/domain/860
http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/domain/1069


What are Assessment Blueprints?  Why are they Helpful? 
 
The Smarter Balanced preliminary test blueprints describe the content of the English Language Arts 
and Mathematics summative assessments for grades 3–8 and high school—and how that content 
will be assessed.  
 
The test blueprints include critical information about: 

• the number of items,  
• score points, and  
• depth of knowledge for items associated with each assessment target.  
 

These guidelines were used in the writing and development of the test items and performance 
tasks.  
 
Remember in math there are three areas that students will receive scores.  

1. Concepts and Procedures  
a. Students can explain and apply mathematical concepts and interpret and carry 

out mathematical procedures with precision and fluency---the knowledge and 
skills—like previously tested in OAKS) 

2. Problem Solving and Modeling and Data Analysis  
a. Students can solve a range of complex well-posed problems, making productive 

use of knowledge and problem solving strategies.   
b. Students can analyze complex, real-world scenarios and can construct and use 

mathematical models to interpret and solve problems.)   
3. Communicating Reasoning  

a. Students can clearly and precisely construct viable arguments to support their own 
reasoning and to critique the reasoning of others. 

 
 
For Math in grades 3-5: 

 

 
 



For Math in grades 6-8: 
 

 
 

 
 
For Math in grades 9-12: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Further into the blueprint it outlines, for each grade level, the specific targets for the priority cluster 
(chunk of standards) and for the supporting cluster.  So below, you can see that in 3rd grade, for 
Concepts and Procedures, there are 15 items from the priority cluster on the Computer Adaptive 
Test (CAT).  The Depth of Knowledge 
(http://www.ode.state.or.us/teachlearn/subjects/socialscience/standards/depthofknowledgechar
t.pdf) for those items is level 1 or 2.  The supporting Cluster has 5 total items with DOK ranging from 
1-3. 
 

 
 
 
For Problem Solving and Modeling and Data Analysis, there will be 5 questions on the CAT and 3-5 
items on the Performance Task.  Note the Depth of knowledge for each.  Problem solving targets 
are listed for the grade level.  Modeling and Data Analysis targets are listed.  These targets are 
drawn from content domains in grade three. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/teachlearn/subjects/socialscience/standards/depthofknowledgechart.pdf
http://www.ode.state.or.us/teachlearn/subjects/socialscience/standards/depthofknowledgechart.pdf


The last area is Communicating Reasoning.  These are the targets for communicating, which are 
drawn across the content domains for the grade level. 
 

 

 
 
To access English Language Arts and Mathematics Blueprints, please go to 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=4301.  You will find all grade levels for both ELA and 
Math just like we saw for third grade math above. 
 
Why does this all matter?  Having a clear target helps me guide my instruction.  If you KNOW 
students have to communicate reasoning, problem solving and use data while showing what you 
know about the math content at my grade level.  That is huge.  Knowing the Depth of Knowledge 
of the items, helps me gauge the rigor of instruction in my classroom. You may feel more prepared 
if you know the number of items on that there are on the computer adaptive test.  Knowing there 
are only 6 items on a Performance Task helps me create similar tasks for students in my daily 
instruction.   
 
What if I don’t know what they mean by the concepts and procedures? 
Go to the FlipBook (http://community.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=5646) for your grade level. 
 
Take some time to read this over and digest it with your team.  It takes some time to make sense of 
them.  If you would like me to come help guide you through them, please let me know. 
 
Jane Osborne 
 
 
 

 
Wy'east Students Participate in Math Challenge on Pi Day 

 
Henkle Middle School in White Salmon held their annual regional Middle School 
Math competition appropriately on Pi Day, 3/14/15.  Our middle school students 
were invited to attend.  Barbara Hoikka at Wy'east was able to get four sixth 
graders to compete. There were many 7th and 8th grade students competing. The 
problems ranged to from 6th grade to 8th grade mathematics.  
 
This competition models the National Math Counts Program, and consisted of 
three rounds and a bonus challenge round.  

http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=4301
http://community.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=5646


• The First Round: was an individual round where students had 40 minutes to 
answer as many of the 30 problems as possible. This was a general ability 
round, with only the most capable students being able to complete all the 
problems. Calculators were not permitted during this round.  

• The Second Round: was with pairs, each pair of students had six minutes to 
answer a set of two problems. There were four sets of problems in this round.  

• The Final Round: was for school teams of four. The teams had 20 minutes to 
answer 10 questions.   

• There was a bonus oral challenge (this round was a lot of fun).  Calculators 
were allowed in pairs and team rounds only. 

Trophies were awarded for the top three places in each round.  Team members’ 
scores were tallied during the first three rounds of the completion to determine a 
school winner. Pair rounds and Team rounds scores were doubled to determine a 
school team winner, as these problems are slightly more difficult. A school 
championship trophy was awarded to Henkle Middle School. 
 
The Wy'east boys had fun. They were challenged, but worked together and 
showed off their best!  I am very proud of Barb and her students!! 
 

 
 

L to R: Jason Fellows, Cristofer Castaneda, Barbara Hoikka, Nate Van Dooren, Anthony Robles 
 

   



Summer School 2015 
 
Migrant and EXCEL programs will be hiring staff for Summer School 2015.  Job 
descriptions and applications have been posted on the district website under the 
employment tab. Applications for teaching and instructional positions will be processed 
electronically through the TalentEd link provided on the district website.  Please follow 
application directions carefully.  Only those fields with a red * are required.  Contact the 
personnel office if you have any problems with the online application process.  If you 
successfully submit an application, the system will send you a confirmation email. 
Students wishing to apply for the student assistant positions can pick up an application 
packet at the District Office Human Resources department or at HRV Guidance 
department. 
 
Summer school will be located at Mid Valley for all grades, PreK-12th and will run June 29-
July 21 from 7:30 AM- 3:00 PM for all staff.  Staff must be available for ALL days of 
summer school and two required in-service days, June 25th and 26th.  An additional site at 
Cascade Locks will offer classes for students in grades preK-5th.   
 
The summer school program is grant funded and is available only to students who meet 
grant requirements.  Programs are focusing on early childhood education and will 
potentially need: 
 

2 preschool (entering Kinder) teachers 
 10 Kinder-5th grade teachers 
 4 Middle school teachers 
 1 High school credit recovery English or Math teacher 
 1 Special Education or Reading Specialist 
 1 PE teacher 
 10 student assistants (current high school or college students) 
 
As always, number and type of positions is dependent on state funding, student enrollment 
and parent input. 
 
We hope to have all hiring completed by the end of April so staff can make summer plans 
accordingly.  If you are interested or have questions, please contact Kim Yasui at 
kim.yasui@hoodriver.k12.or.us or at 541-387-5704 (5704 from a district phone). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kim.yasui@hoodriver.k12.or.us


March Library Letter 
 

I pondered what would be best to write about this month as I took part in 
information overload 2.1, and when it came time, I chose the following.  The top of this list 
includes the Hood River Reads book of the year, “Into The Beautiful North” by Luis Alberto 
Urrea, in anticipation of his visit on April 24-27, which kept me literally glued to my seat for 
a 187 page stint.  Next, came the school librarians who have guided thousands of students 
to continue their love of reading, their courage to take on every single student in their 
school and to share their bibliographies with us all has inspired me everyday I think about 
them. 

 
Adding to my list, I recommend sparking new and engaging conversations in our 

homes and work places, some concise go to’s are reading investigative journalism on 
www.propublica.org/, listening to philosophical podcast on www.radiolab.org/, or looking 
at eye opening pictures on http://nationalgeographic.com/.  On the local level, reaching out 
to others in our community whom you don’t spend time with, taking a class through 
Community Ed. or taking a drive out to the Goldendale Observatory one evening for the 
most informative space talk of your year and possibly life, will humble your idea of place 
and time in the universe. 

 
To end this month’s newsletter, let’s end with our favorite topic of the month: 

Education Funding.  As Oregon education funding is taking another hard hit this year even 
as it raises funds from the previous year, I couldn’t help but share some information about 
the Oregon prison system which according to the Willamette Weekly ranks number 1 in 
the United States, a far cry from education which ranks 48th.  “As a result of the 
incarceration costs of our current sentencing policies, Oregon faces the untenable choice 
of having to fund its prisons or educate our children,” (Kitzhaber 2013) and as the addition 
goes, that’s $44,000 per inmate and $12,500 per child.  So if you have not yet called 
Representative Buckley at 503 986 1719 and Senator Devlin at 503-986-1719, the Co-
chairs of the Joint Ways and Means asking for 7.8 billion dollars in education funding, 
please do so.   

 
Keep reading, researching, speaking out, and staying informed; stopping to play, 

laugh and smell the blooms of spring. Enjoy it. 
 
Here is a link to Oregon’s public education funding 

http://bluebook.state.or.us/education/educationintro.htm   
and another to the Oregon’s prison system budget 

https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2013R1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/1179 
 
Matthew Gerlick 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.propublica.org/
http://www.radiolab.org/
http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/
http://bluebook.state.or.us/education/educationintro.htm
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2013R1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/1179


School-Wide Positive Behavior Intervention & Support 

“If a student doesn’t know how to read, we teach. 

 If a student doesn’t know how to swim, we teach. 

 If a student doesn’t know how to multiply, we teach. 

 If a student doesn’t know how to behave, we…?” (John Herner) 

Traditionally in our school system, the answer to this question has been “punish,” however 
there are unforeseen consequences of this approach.  Currently, suspension is the greatest 
predictor (even more so than poverty) of high school drop outs. *   As we come to realize the 
long-term effects of suspending and removing students from the classroom, we must 
reconsider our approach to addressing behavior in schools, shifting focus from punishing to 
teaching. 
 
Our district is adopting School-wide Positive Behavior Interventions & Support (PBIS) as a 
proactive, team-based framework for creating and sustaining safe and effective schools.  
Emphasis is placed on prevention of problem behaviors, development of pro-social skills, and 
the use of data-based problem solving for addressing existing behavior concerns.  School-
wide PBIS increases the capacity of schools to educate all students utilizing evidence-based 
school-wide, classroom, and individualized interventions.   
 
PBIS directly aligns with Hood River County School District’s 20/20 Vision, particularly the 
commitments to: 

• Ensure students are safe, known, and accepted 
• Utilize research based best practices for designing and delivering instruction 
• Identify, intervene, and monitor the progress of struggling students early, with great 

intensity, and for as long as it takes. 
• Engage our diverse and committed community as partners in ensuring equity and 

excellence in student learning and growth. 
 
Many schools in our district have been implementing aspects of PBIS for several years, and 
this year we were awarded a grant to scale-up efforts in three schools.  As we learn from 
Westside, May Street, and Wy’east, we look to support all schools in creating positive and safe 
learning environments where staff and all students build positive relationships and focus on 
learning.  
 
*For further reading on this topic, check out these articles recently published by NEA and OEA. 
http://neatoday.org/2015/01/05/school-prison-pipeline-time-shut 
http://issuu.com/todaysoea/docs/toea-winter15-v3_web  

http://neatoday.org/2015/01/05/school-prison-pipeline-time-shut
http://issuu.com/todaysoea/docs/toea-winter15-v3_web


Key Components of PBIS 

 

PBIS in the Classroom 
As educators, we are implementing the key components of PBIS in our classrooms daily.  If you are like 
me though, in the midst of standards, assessments, evaluations, and planning, you may need a 
reminder to focus on one little thing that makes a big difference.   So, this month- here’s one thought to 
keep in the back of your mind…  
 

 
 
Research indicates relationships (business teams, marriages, teacher/ student) experiencing at least 5 
positive interactions for every negative one produces greater outcomes. 
 

Acknowledgment of Positive Behavior (praise) is most effective if it is immediate, specific, sincere, varied, student 
referenced  

• Immediate  

• Specific: explicitly describes the desired behavior performed  

• Sincere: credible and authentic  

• Varied: word choice, academic & behavior, whole group, small group and individual  

• Student referenced: compares student performance to previous performance and does not compare students to others; 
acknowledges effort  

•Expectations are clearly defined and posted throughout the 
school for all to see Clear Expectations 
•Expectations are explicitly taught and re-taught in the 

relevant setting to ALL students multiple times throughout 
the year.   

Explicity Taught 
•A recognition system is in place to intentionally encourage 

positive and apporpriate behaviors. Positive Recognition 
•Process for addressing inappropriate behaviors is clearly 

established and utilized by staff to consistently discourage 
problem behaviors. 

Consistent Consequences 
•Data is used to evaluate the implementation of PBIS and 

student behavior.  Decisions are based on analysis of data. Data Collection 

5:1 
Gets 

the job 
done! 



Acknowledgement/ Praise Examples  

• “Excellent job listening and following directions the first time.”  

• “Your eyes are on me and your mouth is quiet. Thank you for being ready to learn.”  

• “Wow, you completed your math work correctly before the end of class.”  

 

 

Dewhirst, M & Davis, K.  (2011)  National PBIS Leadership Forum: Teaching Expectations and Reinforcement Systems (powerpoint).   


